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good example of the love of the Balinese for their music and the
pride they show in their orchestras.

When the orchestra is assembled and the musicians are suffi-
ciently trained, rehearsals called by a special tomtom (kulkul) are
held every night after the work of the day is done. Although it
is a requirement in the education of every prince to be able to
play many instruments, the musicians are generally ordinary vil-
lagers without distinction of caste, and the strict rule that a man
of low caste must always sit at a lower level than a nobleman is
completely ignored; in an orchestra, at least as long as a perform-
ance or a rehearsal is in progress, a prince becomes democratic.
Each musician trains a substitute, often a child, to take his place
in case of disability; in this way a musical school is formed. A
good musician is not satisfied to play one instrument; he must be
able to play all equally well and must know the music of other
types of orchestras than his own.

The leaders are the two drummers, the best musicians of the
group, selected by the group for their musical knowledge. It is
generally the orchestra leaders who compose the new pieces. Of
the two composers in Belaluan, one was a chauffeur and the other
a poor neighbour of ours who worked occasionally carrying loads
to the ships. I was told that I Lotring, leader of an orchestra with
a great reputation (the famous pelegongan of Kuta, revived
through the efforts of Colin McPhee), spoke and thought of
nothing but gamehns and music, and it was said that he dreamed
his compositions. I Lotring is the author of a masterpiece of
rhythm called Gambangan. New compositions are elaborated
gradually by the leader through criticism and suggestions from
other orchestra members.

Rehearsals often last a period of months before a new piece has
been rounded out enough to be played publicly. Modifications
and improvements are made during the course of the rehearsal;
often a drummer stops the rehearsal, walks to one of the high
keyboards, and plays his suggestion for a change. The group